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(57) ABSTRACT

An oscillator circuit may include a local oscillator to generate
a carrier signal having a tunable frequency, a first modulator
and a power amplifier coupled in cascade to the local oscil-
lator to generate an output signal. The first modulator may be
activated from a first modulating signal having a first fre-
quency alternatively defining ON and OFF states of the first
modulator. An estimator unit may receive the carrier signal
during a time window and detect an estimated frequency
variation of the carrier signal during the ON and OFF states.
A compensation unit may include a second modulator to
generate a compensation signal proportional to the estimated
frequency variation and modulated with a second modulating
frequency. The second modulating frequency may be sub-
stantially the same as the first modulating frequency, and the
compensation signal may be added to a bias signal of the local
oscillator to tune the tunable frequency.
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1
OSCILLATOR CIRCUITS AND METHODS TO
COMPENSATE FREQUENCY PULLING

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to electronic oscillator circuits with
frequency pulling compensation. More particularly, the dis-
closure relates to electronic oscillator circuits, as direct con-
version circuits having a local oscillator, a modulator with a
pulse modulation signal, and a power amplifier integrated in
the same semiconductor substrate, such as for automotive and
industrial systems applications.

BACKGROUND

In silicon-chip implementations including a local oscilla-
tor and a power amplifier, the injection of a periodic signal
may lead to a locking or pulling phenomena. The electronic
circuits, such as RF transceivers or a device for frequency
synthesis techniques, suffer from frequency pulling when a
pulsed modulation signal is applied. During transmission of
the pulses, for the RF transceiver having a transmitter and a
receiver, having the power amplifiers and local oscillators in
the same substrate affects the transmitted signal by generat-
ing an oscillation frequency change between the receiver
local oscillator and the transmitted signal frequency.

The effect of the undesirable frequency deviation in the
transmitted signal results in a loss of correlation that increases
error in the demodulated signal from the receiver. A switching
element in an electronic circuit having a local oscillator may
generate similar effects by causing pulling effects.

In particular, the present disclosure relates to a silicon
integrated circuit. Applicable fields may include integrated
circuits on semiconductors, e.g., CMOS, Bipolar, BICMOS
technologies, radio frequency and microware applications,
circuits including oscillators, power amplifiers and/or receiv-
ers, and integrated circuits for radar applications using pulse
modulation techniques, for example.

A transceiver in accordance with the prior art is shown in
FIG. 1, which includes a transmitter Tx and a receiver Rx. The
transmitter Tx includes a local oscillator LO that generates a
radio frequency carrier f1 which is modulated by a first switch
S1 and amplified by a power amplifier PA. The transmitted
signal is a train of pulses modulated using frequency, ampli-
tude, pulse time duration, pulse position or other modulation
techniques. The signal received from the receiver Rx is ampli-
fied by a low-noise amplifier LNA and down-converted to the
intermediate frequency IF by an interposed adder, and by
using a second switch S2.

The receiver Rx may also be switched to blind or turned off
when the transmitter Tx generates the train of modulated
pulses. The switches S1 and S2 are driven by a pilot signal PT
and its complementary pilot signal PTn, respectively, as
shown in FIG. 2.

Some prior art approaches provide a local oscillator LO by
controlling the tuning voltage V ;- through an open loop
approach or PLL systems. These approaches, which are con-
venient in certain circumstances, also suffer from certain
drawbacks. In particular, the compensation of the pulling
frequency is reduced in high frequency oscillator circuits
when the frequency is approximately of 24 GHz and/or 77-79
GHz, as in radar systems, i.e., having fast pulses. The local
oscillator LO is subjected to the power coupling and/or
impedance loading of the power amplifier PA that generates
leakage current through the substrate or through circuit path-
ways of the chip.
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This leakage current affects the oscillation frequency of the
local oscillator LO wider than the ideal frequency during the
open (ON) and closed (OFF) phases of the switch modulator
S1. This pulling effect leads to a source of error for the
transmitted signal which is found in a frequency deviation
Afer=f1-12, from {1 frequency of carrier signal to f2 during
the pulses transmission close phase of the switch modulator,
as shown in FIG. 2. Moreover, it should be noted that even a
control system such as a phase lock loop PLL cannot be used
to compensate the frequency deviation for high-frequency
applications wherein fast pulses are provided.

The document “A study of injection locking and pulling in
oscillators” by Razavi B. IEEE Journal of Solid-State Cir-
cuits, vol. 39, 2004, pages 1415-1424, relates to an RF trans-
ceiver TX where the output signal of the power amplifier PA
contains large spectral components in the vicinity of w;,,
leaking through the package and the substrate to the local
oscillator LO and causing frequency deviation. The leakage
of the power amplifier PA may be considered as a sinusoidal
injection current that modifies the frequency where the local
oscillation LO occurs.

It may be particularly desirable to improve the architecture
of the local oscillator LO to reduce the pulling effect in an
efficiency mode during high frequency modulation. It may be
desirable to obtain a transceiver having frequency coherence
between the transmitted/received signals and the carrier sig-
nal in a relatively simple implementation.

Moreover, a versatile approach that may be used in oscil-
lator circuits integrated on semiconductors, e.g., CMOS,
Bipolar, BICMOS, radio frequency and microwave applica-
tions and integrated circuits for radar applications using pulse
modulation techniques, may be desirable. Furthermore, it
also may be desirable to provide an approach to increase the
performance of current radar systems where high power
pulses are transmitted that are used, for example, in automo-
tive and industrial applications.

SUMMARY

According to an example embodiment, an oscillator circuit
may include a local oscillator configured to generate a carrier
signal having a tunable frequency, a first modulator and a
power amplifier coupled in cascade to the local oscillator and
configured to generate an output signal. The first modulator
may be configured to be activated from a first modulating
signal having a first modulating frequency defining alternate
ON and OFF states of the first modulator. The oscillator
circuit may further include an estimator unit configured to
receive the carrier signal during a time window and to detect
an estimated frequency variation of the carrier signal during
the ON and OFF states of the first modulator. A compensation
unit may include a second modulator configured to generate a
compensation signal proportional to the estimated frequency
variation and modulated with a second modulating frequency.
The second modulating frequency may be substantially the
same as the first modulating frequency, and the compensation
signal may be added to a bias signal of the local oscillator to
tune the tunable frequency.

According to one example aspect, the compensation unit
may also include a logic unit coupled to a second modulator.
The logic unit may be configured to receive the estimated
frequency variation and to define a pre-compensation signal.
The second modulator may be configured to modulate the
pre-compensation signal by a second modulating signal hav-
ing the second modulating frequency.

Moreover, the logic unit may be configured to generate an
output digital signal, and the compensation unit may further
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include a digital to analog converter configured to receive the
output digital signal, and to generate the pre-compensation
signal. The compensation unit may comprise a finite state
machine, for example.

Furthermore, the oscillator circuit may include an input
terminal coupled to a voltage source by a first adder. The first
adder may be configured to generate a voltage compensation
signal by summing the bias voltage signal generated by the
voltage source and the voltage compensation signal generated
by the compensation unit.

Also, the local oscillator may include an input bias terminal
coupled to a current source by a second adder. The second
adder may be configured to generate a current compensation
signal by summing the bias current signal generated by the
current source and the current compensation signal generated
by the compensation unit.

According to another example embodiment, a transceiver
is provided which may include a transmitter and a receiver.
The transmitter may be configured according to an oscillator
circuit, and the receiver may include a low-noise amplifier
coupled to a demodulator with an interposed adder. The inter-
posed adder may be configured to receive the carrier signal of
the local oscillator and may be coupled to the demodulator
driven by a demodulating signal. The demodulating signal
may have the same frequency of the first modulating signal
and may be a complementary signal with respect to the first
modulating signal.

According to another example embodiment, a method is
provided to compensate the frequency pulling in an oscillator
circuit. The method may include generating a carrier signal
by a local oscillator operative to a tunable frequency, modu-
lating the carrier signal with a first modulating signal having
a first frequency by obtaining a modulated carrier signal, and
amplifying the modulated carrier signal to generate an output
signal. The method may further include processing the carrier
signal in a time window and with a clock signal defining,
during the time window, first time intervals and second time
intervals. The method may further include estimating a first
estimated frequency during the first time intervals and a sec-
ond estimated frequency during the second time intervals,
calculating an estimating frequency variation of the carrier
signal as a difference between the first estimated frequency
and the second estimated frequency, generating a pre-com-
pensation signal setting from the estimated frequency varia-
tion value, and modulating the pre-compensation signal with
a second modulating signal by obtaining a compensation
signal. The second modulating signal may have the same
frequency as the first modulating signal, and the compensa-
tion signal may be added to a bias signal of the local oscillator
for tuning the tunable frequency.

According to another aspect, processing of the carrier sig-
nal may further include providing the first modulating signal
as the clock signal, defining a logic state of the local oscillator
by using a previous logic state of the local oscillator and by
elaborating the estimated frequency variation value, generat-
ing an output digital signal by using the defined logic state of
the local oscillator, and converting the output digital signal in
an analog pre-compensation signal.

According to another example embodiment, a method is
provided to compensate frequency pulling in a transceiver
including a transmitter and a receiver. The receiver may
receive an input signal and a carrier signal generated by a
local oscillator of the transmitter for generating a received
signal. The received signal may be demodulated by using a
demodulator switch driven by a demodulating signal. The
demodulating signal may have substantially the same fre-
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quency as the first modulating signal and may be a comple-
mentary signal with respect to the first modulating signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1 and 2 are respectively a schematic block diagram
and wave form diagram of corresponding electric compo-
nents according to an embodiment of the prior art.

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram of a transceiver
according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a schematic block diagram of a transceiver
according to a second embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a graph of dBm vs. frequency and an associated
table illustrating characteristics of experimental behaviors of
the oscillator of FIG. 3 for estimated frequency variations of
about 4 MHz and 33 kHz with and without the present
approach applied respectively.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An oscillator circuit, according to one example embodi-
ment, is generally referred to by numeral 30 in FIG. 3. The
oscillator circuit 30 is a silicon integrated circuit and in a first
embodiment is a transceiver which includes a transmitter Tx
and a receiver Rx that are implemented in the same substrate.
The following description refers to an example of the trans-
ceiver 30 configured with the necessary hardware and soft-
ware to execute radar applications using pulse modulation
techniques.

The transmitter Tx transmits an output signal V ,,-that is
a train of modulated pulses, and the receiver Rx receives an
input signal V,,, that is a return signal of the output signal
V oo like an echo. The correlation between the input signal
Vv and the output signal V- defines correlation informa-
tion which may be used for monitoring parameters of the
environment around the transceiver 30. The transmitter Tx
includes a local oscillator 101, which is configured to receive
abias voltage signal V ;. and a bias current signal I, , .. and
to generate a carrier signal 102 having a tunable frequency f,.
The transmitter Tx also includes a first modulator SW1 and a
power amplifier PA configured to be coupled in cascade to the
local oscillator 101 and to generate the output signal V -

The first modulator SW1 is configured to be coupled to an
output terminal 103 of the local oscillator 101 to receive the
carrier signal 102 to generate a modulated carrier signal 102'.
In this embodiment, the carrier signal 102, and consequently
the output signal V., are radio frequency signals.

The first modulator SW1 is configured to be activated from
a first modulating signal PT having a first modulating fre-
quency fl that alternatively defines ON and OFF states of the
first modulator SW1. The transmitter Tx further includes a
control block 10 configured to receive the carrier signal 102
during a time window ATx. The time window ATx includes a
predefined number of first time intervals Tx,,, that corre-
spond to the ON state of the first modulator SW1, and a
predefined number of second time intervals TX . that cor-
respond to the OFF state of the first modulator SW1.

The control block 10 includes an estimator unit 14 that is
configured to receive and process the carrier signal 102 dur-
ing the time window ATX, and detect an estimated frequency
variation Af of the carrier signal 102 during the first time
intervals Tx ,,,and the second time intervals TX 5z Accord-
ing to an example embodiment, the transmitter Tx includes a
compensation unit 16 that is configured to generate a voltage
compensation signal Vcom proportional to the estimated fre-
quency variation Af. In particular, the compensation unit 16 is
configured to generate a pre-compensation voltage signal
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V'com that is proportional to the estimated frequency varia-
tion Af of the carrier signal 102, and which is modulated from
a second modulator SW2 by a second modulating signal
PTosc to obtain the voltage compensation voltage Vcom.

The second modulating signal PTosc has a second modu-
lating frequency f2 that is substantially the same as the first
modulating frequency f1 of the first modulating signal PT. In
particular, the second modulating signal PTosc may be a
signal having the same frequency of the first modulating
signal PT, but with a different duty-cycle.

The transmitter Tx is further configured to add the voltage
compensation signal Vcom to the bias voltage signal VTUNE
of'the local oscillator 101 to tune the tunable frequency f,. The
estimator unit 14 is configured with the necessary hardware
and software to define a frequency counter. According to one
embodiment, the estimator unit 14 includes an input terminal
11 configured to be selectively coupled to the output terminal
103 of the local oscillator 101 during the time window ATx.
The input terminal 11 may also include a timing switch,
which is not shown in the illustrated embodiment. The esti-
matorunit 14 includes a further input terminal 12 (dotted line)
that is configured to receive, as a clock signal, the first signal
PT to determinate the first time intervals TX ,,-and the second
time intervals TX g of the first modulator SW1.

The estimator unit 14 is configured to monitor during the
time window ATx the carrier signal 102, and to estimate a first
estimated frequency F1,, during the first time intervals
TX ;5 that corresponds to the ON state of the first modulator
SW1, and a second estimated frequency F2., during the
second time intervals TX - that corresponds to the OFF state
of the first modulator SW1. The estimator unit 14 is config-
ured to calculate the estimated frequency variation Af as
difference between the first estimated frequency F1,,,,and the
second estimated frequency F2

The compensation unit 16 comprises a logic unit 18 con-
figured to define a model of the local oscillator 101. The logic
unit 18 is configured to receive from the estimated unit 14 the
estimated frequency variation Af, and to define an output
digital signal OUT,,_,,, adapted to generate the proportional
pre-compensation voltage signal V'com.

According to one embodiment, the logic unit 18 is a finite
state machine that receives the frequency variation Afand sets
a proper value of n-bit DAC which defines the output digital
signal OUT,, ., according to a state N of the local oscillator
101. In particular, the finite state machine 18 is configured to
determine the state N of the local oscillator 101 with respect
to the estimated frequency variation Af and a previous state
N-1 of the local oscillator 101 that is stored in a memory.

The compensation unit 16 further includes a digital to
analog voltage converter VDAC configured to receive the
output digital signal OUT,,_,,,, and to generate the pre-com-
pensation voltage signal V'com that has a proportional volt-
age variation and corresponding to [+0.5%(2"-1)*AV ], where
the AV is a predefined voltage step value. The second modu-
lator SW2 is configured to receive and to synchronize the
voltage compensation signal Vcom by the first modulating
signal PT.

The local oscillator 101 includes an input terminal 105 that
receives a tuning voltage V ;. from a tuning voltage source.
A first adder 106, i.e. a voltage summing circuit, receives by
the input terminal 105 the tuning voltage V,,x and the
voltage compensation signal Vcom that is set by the control
block 10 according to the amount of the frequency pulling. In
this way, the voltages to drive variable capacitors (junction or
MOS semiconductors) are combined with to the bias voltage
signal V ;- or resonator to tune the tunable frequency f,and
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6

obtain a substantially stable oscillation frequency of the out-
put signal V ;- during the ON and OFF states of the first
modulator SW1.

It should be noted that the control block 10, during an
initial calibration that corresponds to one or more time win-
dow ATx, performs an adjusting of the oscillator frequency of
the local oscillator 101 to minimize the frequency deviation
of'the carrier signal 102 between first time intervals TX ,,,and
second time intervals TX . of the first modulator SW1.
After the initial calibration, the timing switch is disconnected
to the output terminal 103 of the local oscillator 101, but the
compensation signal Vcom is generated during the operation
time of the local oscillator 101 for adjusting of the oscillator
frequency of the local oscillator to compensate the pulling
frequency phenomenon.

The receiver Rx includes a low-noise amplifier LNA
coupled to a demodulator DEM with an interposed adder 32.
The adder 32 is configured to receive from the local oscillator
101 the carrier signal 102 by an interposed terminal 31 that is
coupled to the output terminal 103. The demodulator DEM is
driven by a demodulating signal PT, that is a complementary
signal with respect to the first modulating signal PT, and
which has the same demodulating frequency f;, of the first
modulating signal PT.

The receiver Rx receives the input signal V ;, that is ampli-
fied by the low-noise amplifier LNA and mixed with the
carrier signal 102 and further demodulated by the demodula-
tor DEM to generate an output data signal OUT. In this way,
rectifying the tunable frequency f, of the local oscillator 101,
the input signal V, the output signal V. and the carrier
signal 102 have the same frequency, and the frequency pull-
ing phenomenon is reduced.

According to another embodiment now described with ref-
erence to FIG. 4, which is a dual mode with respect the above
described embodiment, a transceiver 300 includes a transmit-
ter Tx' and a receiver Rx. The transceiver TX' corresponds
substantially to the above described transceiver 30, thus in the
following description only the differences will be described,
and parts and details already described and having the same
structure and function will be identified by the same signs and
reference numbers.

In particular, the transmitter Tx' includes a control block
100 configured to modify the bias current signal 1, of the
local oscillator 101 using a current compensation signal
Icom. The transmitter Tx' includes the local oscillator 101
which is configured to receive a bias voltage signal V ;, .z and
a bias current signal I 5, , ., and to generate a carrier signal 102
having a tunable frequency f,. The transmitter Tx' also
includes the first modulator SW1 and the power amplifier PA
configured to generate the output signal V.. The first
modulator SW1 is activated from the first modulating signal
PT having the first modulating frequency f1 that alternatively
defines ON and OFF states of the first modulator SW1.

The control block 10 includes an estimator unit 14 that is
configured to receive the carrier signal 102 during the time
window ATx to define an estimated frequency variation Af of
the carrier signal 102 during first time intervals Tx, and
during second time intervals TX -, In particular, the estima-
tor unit 14 is configured to receive a signal clock which is the
first modulating signal PT to define the first time intervals
Tx 5 -and the second time intervals TxX .

The control block 100 further includes a compensation unit
160 having a logic unit 180 and a digital to analog current
converter IDAC. The logic unit 180 is configured to define an
output digital signal OUT, ,, that is set from the estimated
frequency variation Af. The digital to analog current converter
IDAC is configured to receive the output digital signal
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OUT,,,,, and to generate the proportional pre-compensation
current signal I'com having a current variation of [+0.5%(2"-
1)*AI], where Al is a predefined current step value.

The second modulator SW2 is configured to receive and
modulate the pre-compensation current signal I'com by the
second modulating signal PTosc to obtain the current com-
pensation signal Icom. In particular, the second modulating
signal PTosc has a second modulating frequency f2 that sub-
stantially corresponds to the first modulating frequency f1 of
the first modulating signal PT. In particular, the second modu-
lating signal PTosc is a signal having the same frequency of
the first modulating signal PT with a different duty cycle.

The transmitter Tx' further includes an input bias terminal
104 coupled to a current generator 20 by a second adder 107,
i.e. a current summing circuit. The current generator 20 is
coupled to a reference voltage Vo and configured to generate
the bias current signal I, , .. The reference voltage Vo is the
ground voltage. The adder 107 is configured to receive the
current compensation signal Icom and the bias current signal
I7ze and to generate a bias current adapted to tune the
tunable frequency f, of the local oscillator 101 proportional to
the estimated frequency variation Af.

The receiver Rx is configured to receive the carrier signal
102 from the local oscillator 101 by an interposed terminal 31
coupled to the output terminal 103. Furthermore, the receiver
Rx is configured to receive the input signal V,, that is ampli-
fied by the low-noise amplifier LNA and mixed with the
carrier signal 102 and further demodulated by the demodula-
tor DEM to generate an output data signal OUT. The demodu-
lator DEM is driven by a demodulating signal PT,, that is a
complementary signal with respect to the first modulating
signal PT and having the same demodulating frequency f,, of
the first modulating signal PT. According to one embodiment,
the transceiver 30 is implemented in a radar system where the
estimated frequency variation Af is lower than 1 MHz for the
first modulating frequency (f1) of 24 Ghz.

A related method is also provided to compensate the fre-
quency pulling in an oscillator circuit, Tx or Tx', which
includes a local oscillator 101 that is operative to a tunable
frequency f,. In the following description, parts and details
already described and having the same structure and function
as above described will be identified by the same signs and
reference numbers.

The oscillator circuit, Tx or Tx', includes a first modulator
SW1 and a power amplifier PA coupled in cascade to the local
oscillator 101 and configured to generate an output signal
Voo In particular, the power amplifiers PA and the local
oscillator 101 are integrated in the same semiconductor sub-
strate. The method includes generating a carrier signal 102 by
the local oscillator 101, modulating the carrier signal 102 by
the first modulator SW1 with a first modulating signal PT
having a first modulating frequency f1 by obtaining a modu-
lated carrier signal 102, and amplifying the modulated carrier
signal 102' by the power amplifier PA to generate the output
signal V ;.. The method further includes transmitting the
output signal V . by a transmitting antenna 108.

According to an example embodiment, the oscillator cir-
cuitis a transmitter Tx of a radar system, and the carrier signal
102, and consequently the output signal V., are radio fre-
quency signals. The first modulating signal PT has a first
modulating frequency f1 that alternatively defines ON and
OFF states of the first modulator SW1. The method further
includes processing the carrier signal 102 during a time win-
dow ATx by a control block, 10 or 100, and estimating an
estimated frequency variation Af of the carrier signal 102 by
an estimator unit 14 during first time intervals Tx, and
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during second time intervals TX . of the first modulating
signal PT in the time window ATx.

More particularly, the estimating may include providing
the estimator unit 14 with a clock signal to define during the
time window (ATx) first time intervals (Tx,,) and second
time intervals (TX ,z), estimating a first estimated frequency
F1,, during the first time intervals Tx ,, estimating a second
estimated frequency F2,.. during the second time intervals
TX o> and calculating the estimated frequency variation Af
as a difference between the first estimated frequency F1,,
and the second estimated frequency F2 ..

According to one example embodiment, the method may
further include providing the first modulating signal (PT) as
the clock signal. The method may also include generating a
pre-compensation signal, V'com or I'com, setting from the
estimated frequency variation Af, modulating the pre-com-
pensation signal, V'com or I'com, with a second modulating
signal PTosc having substantially the same frequency f1 of
the first modulating signal PT to obtain a compensation sig-
nal, Vcom or Icom, and mixing the compensation signal,
Vcom or Icom, to a bias signal, VIUNE or 14, of the local
oscillator 101 for tuning the tunable frequency f1 to shift the
phase of the carrier signal 102 output from the local oscillator
101.

According to one embodiment, the second modulating sig-
nal PTosc is a signal having the same frequency of the first
modulating signal PT with a different duty-cycle. In particu-
lar, generating a pre-compensation signal, V'com or I'com,
may include defining a logic state N of the local oscillator 101
by using a previous logic state N-1 of'the local oscillator 101
obtained by a logic unit, 18 or 180, and elaborating the esti-
mated frequency variation value Af. Further, an output digital
signal OUT, ,, may be generated by using the defined logic
state N of the local oscillator 101, and the output digital signal
OUT,, ,,, may be converted in the analog pre-compensation
signal, V'com or I'com, having a proportional variation to the
output digital signal OUT,,_,,, by using a digital to analog
converter, VDAC or IDAC. According to one embodiment,
the logic unit, 18 or 180, may be a finite state machine (FSM).

Ina dual mode, the analog pre-compensation signal, V'com
or I'com, may be an analog pre-compensation voltage signal
V'com or an analog pre-compensation current signal I'com to
provide, respectively, a voltage compensation signal Vcom or
a current compensation signal Ico. According to one example
embodiment, as seen in FIG. 3, the output digital signal
OUT,,,,,1s converted in the analog pre-compensation voltage
signal V'com that has a proportional variation corresponding
to [+0.5%(2"-1)*AV], where AV is a predefined voltage step
value. Thus, the method includes modulating the pre-com-
pensation voltage signal V'com by the second modulating
signal PTosc and mixing the voltage compensation signal
Vcom to the voltage bias signal VTUNE of said local oscil-
lator 101 by a first adder 106, i.e., a voltage summing unit, for
tuning the tunable frequency f1 of the local oscillator 101.

The method may also include an initial calibration by
adjusting the oscillator frequency of the local oscillator 101 to
minimize the frequency deviation of the carrier signal 102
between first time intervals TX,,, and second time intervals
TX o7 of the first modulator SW1. Thus, adjusting of the
oscillator frequency of the local oscillator 101 is maintained
during the operation of the local oscillator 101 for reducing
the pulling frequency phenomenon.

According to another embodiment, as seen in FIG. 4, in a
dual mode with respect to the above-noted embodiment of
FIG. 3, the output digital signal OUT, ,, is converted in the
analog pre-compensation current signal I'com that has a pro-
portional variation corresponding to [+0.5%(2"-1)*Al],
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where the Al is a predefined current step value. The method
may further include modulating the pre-compensation cur-
rent signal I'com by the second modulating signal PTosc, and
summing the compensation current signal Icom to the bias
current signal 1, of the local oscillator 101 by a second
adder 107, i.e., a current summing unit, for tuning the tunable
frequency f1 of the local oscillator 101.

A method is also provided to compensate the frequency
pulling in a transceiver, 30 or 300. The method may include
providing a transmitter, Tx or Tx', as above described, gener-
ating a receiver Rx receiving the carrier signal 102 of the local
oscillator 101 by an interposed terminal 31 coupled to an
output terminal 103 of the local oscillator 101 and receiving
an input signal V. by an input antenna 109. The input signal
V- may be a return signal, like an echo, of the output signal
V o transmitted from the transmitter Tx or Tx'. The method
may further include adding the input signal V,, with the
carrier signal 102 by using an adder 32 to obtain a receiving
signal, and demodulating the receiving signal by using a
demodulator switch DEM driven by a demodulator signal
PT,, to generate an output data signal OUT.

More particularly, the method may also include providing
the demodulator signal PT,, as a complementary signal with
respect to the first modulating signal PT and having a
demodulating frequency f}, that substantially corresponds to
the first frequency f1 of the first modulating signal PT. Rec-
tifying the tunable frequency f, of the local oscillator 101
allows for a reduction of the frequency pulling phenomenon
having the input signal V ,, the output signal V. and the
currier signal 102 with the same frequency.

Having thus described at least one illustrative embodiment
of the invention, various alterations, modifications, and
improvements will readily occur to those skilled in the art.
Accordingly, the foregoing description is by way of example
only and is not intended as limiting.

Experimental results for the above-described approach are
shown in FIG. 5. Using an example frequency of 24.2594
GHz (marker 1), the results where acquired by using a spec-
trum analyzer which shows the frequency pulling in the case
where a compensation circuit is used. In a system affected by
a frequency pulling as high as 4 MHz (marker 2-1), the
compensation circuit reduces the frequency pulling to within
a range of 35 kHz (marker 3-1).

That which is claimed is:

1. An oscillator circuit comprising:

a local oscillator configured to generate a carrier signal

having a tunable frequency;
afirst modulator and a power amplifier coupled to the local
oscillator and configured to generate an output signal,
the first modulator configured to be activated from a first
modulating signal alternatively defining ON and OFF
states of the first modulator;
an estimator unit configured to receive the carrier signal
during a time window and to detect an estimated fre-
quency variation of the carrier signal during the ON and
OFF states of the first modulator; and

a compensation unit coupled to the local oscillator and
comprising a second modulator configured to generate a
compensation signal for tuning the tunable frequency,
the compensation signal being related to the estimated
frequency variation based upon a second modulating
signal different than the first modulating signal.

2. The oscillator circuit of claim 1 wherein the compensa-
tion unit further comprises a logic unit coupled to said second
modulator; and wherein the logic unit is configured to receive
the estimated frequency variation and to define a pre-com-
pensation signal.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

3. The oscillator circuit of claim 2 wherein the logic unit is
configured to generate an output digital signal; and wherein
the compensation unit further comprises a digital-to-analog
converter configured to receive the output digital signal from
the logic unit and to generate the pre-compensation signal.

4. The oscillator circuit of claim 1 wherein the local oscil-
lator comprises an input terminal; and further comprising a
first adder coupling the input terminal ofthe local oscillator to
a voltage source, the first adder being configured to generate
a voltage compensation signal by summing a bias voltage
signal generated by the voltage source and the compensation
signal generated by the compensation unit.

5. The oscillator circuit of claim 4 wherein the local oscil-
lator comprises an input bias terminal; and further comprising
a second adder coupling the input bias terminal to a current
source, the second adder being configured to generate a cur-
rent compensation signal by summing a bias current signal
generated by the current source and the compensation signal
generated by the compensation unit.

6. The oscillator circuit of claim 1 wherein the compensa-
tion unit comprises a finite state machine.

7. The oscillator circuit of claim 1 wherein the first and
second modulating signals have a same frequency and a dif-
ferent duty cycle.

8. A transceiver comprising:

a transmitter comprising

a local oscillator configured to generate a carrier signal
having a tunable frequency,

a first modulator and a power amplifier coupled to the
local oscillator and configured to generate an output
signal, the first modulator configured to be activated
from a first modulating signal alternatively defining
ON and OFF states of the first modulator,

an estimator unit configured to receive the carrier signal
during a time window and to detect an estimated
frequency variation of the carrier signal during the
ON and OFF states of the first modulator, and

a compensation unit coupled to the local oscillator and
comprising a second modulator configured to gener-
ate a compensation signal for tuning the tunable fre-
quency, the compensation signal being related to the
estimated frequency variation based upon a second
modulating signal different than the first modulating
signal; and

a receiver comprising

a low-noise amplifier (LNA) having an input for a
received signal and an output,

an adder having a first input coupled to output of the
LNA, asecond input coupled to the carrier signal, and
an output, and

a demodulator coupled to the output of the adder for
demodulating the signal output by the adder at a same
frequency associated with the first modulation signal.

9. The transceiver of claim 8 wherein said transmitter trans-
mits radar signals; wherein the first and second modulating
signals have a modulating frequency of 24 GHz; and wherein
the estimated frequency variation is less than 1 MHz.

10. The transceiver of claim 8 wherein the compensation
unit further comprises a logic unit coupled to the second
modulator; and wherein the logic unit is configured to receive
the estimated frequency variation and to define a pre-com-
pensation signal.

11. The transceiver of claim 10 wherein the logic unit is
configured to generate an output digital signal; and wherein
the compensation unit further comprises a digital-to-analog
converter configured to receive the output digital signal from
the logic unit and to generate the pre-compensation signal.
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12. The transceiver of claim 8 wherein the compensation
unit comprises a finite state machine.

13. The transceiver of claim 8 wherein the first and second
modulating signals have a same frequency and a different
duty cycle.

14. A method to compensate frequency pulling in an oscil-
lator circuit comprising:

generating a carrier signal using a local oscillator operating

at a tunable frequency;

modulating the carrier signal based upon a first modulating

signal by obtaining a modulated carrier signal and
amplifying the modulated carrier signal to generate an
output signal;
processing the carrier signal in a time window and based
upon a clock signal to define, during the time window,
first time intervals and second time intervals;

estimating a first estimated frequency during the first time
intervals and a second estimated frequency during the
second time intervals;
determining an estimating frequency variation of the car-
rier signal as a difference between the first estimated
frequency and the second estimated frequency;

generating a pre-compensation signal from the estimated
frequency variation value;

modulating the pre-compensation signal with a second

modulating signal different than the first modulating
signal to obtain a compensation signal; and
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tuning the local oscillator based upon the compensation

signal.

15. The method of claim 14 wherein processing the carrier
signal comprises:

providing the first modulating signal as the clock signal;

defining a logic state N of the local oscillator by using a

previous logic state N-1 of the local oscillator; and
generating an output digital signal using the defined logic
state (N) of the local oscillator;

converting the output digital signal into an analog pre-

compensation signal.

16. The method of claim 14 wherein the first and second
modulating signals have a same frequency and a different
duty cycle.

17. The method of claim 14 wherein the oscillator is imple-
mented in a transceiver comprising a transmitter and receiver;
and further comprising:

transmitting an output signal from the transmitter and

receiving an input signal at the receiver;
amplifying the input signal and combining the input signal
with the carrier signal to produce a receiving signal; and

demodulating the receiving signal using a demodulator
switch at a same frequency associated with the first
modulation signal.
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